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TRIO- Brief History & General Information

• The Federal TRIO Programs (TRIO) are outreach and student services programs 
designed to identify and provide services for individuals from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

• The goal of SSS is to increase the college retention and graduation rates of its 
participants.

• TRIO SSS programs serve students who are US Citizens or Permenent Residents 
and who meet at least one of the following criteria:
• First Generation
• Income Eligible
• Student with Disabilities

• The term First-Generation was born with TRIO programs

• 1980 reauthorization of the Higher Education Act

• From FY 1973-1976: funding frozen at 70.3 million

• From 1977-2020: total funding increase of 979.92 million

• Oxnard College TRIO SSS Program Serves 140 students



Request

TRIO Student Support 
Services to be placed in 
"group 2" of priority 
registration for special 
populations
(i.e., along with Athletes, First Year Experience, & 
elected Associated Students)



California Universities/Colleges with TRIO SSS programs (2020 awardees)

State of California Community College Private Universities Public Universities

Total Number of 
SSS Grants

78 52 6 20

Priority Registration 
for SSS

12- No
33-Yes
7-unable to 
determine

0-No
3- Yes
3-unable to 
determine

13- No
5- Yes
2- unable to 
determine

CC Priority 
Registration Levels

"Level 2"
"Tier 2"
"Group B"
"Group 2"

Local Institutions Offering Priority Registration for SSS students: Cal Lutheran, California State University Channel 
Islands*



Need for Priority Registration

Number and Percentage of SSS-Eligible Students 
at Oxnard College by Eligibility Criteria 2018-2019

SSS-Eligible Students
Number of 

SSS- Eligible 
Students

Percentage of 
SSS-Eligible 

Students
Low-Income Students Only 4,336 58%
First-Generation Students Only 1,749 23.3%

Both Low-Income and First-
Generation

2,524 33.7%

Students with Disabilities Only
With a Disability Only: 99
Low-Income with a Disability: 

167
First-Generation with a 
Disability: 136
Low-Income, First-
Generation, and with a 

Disability: 37

99 1.3%

Two or more SSS-eligibility 
criteria

3,037 40.5%

Total SSS-Eligible Students of all 
enrolled meeting at least one 
SSS-eligibility criteria

6,524 87.0%

Source: OC Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness, 2020

Programs Serving Similar 
Populations at Oxnard College

Number of Students Served

Extended Opportunity Program & 
Services (EOPS)

955 unduplicated (2019-2020)

Educational Assistance Center (EAC) unable to gather data

First Year Experience (FYE) 197 (2019-2020)

Retention Rate by Comparison Group
Comparison Group Fall 2018 to Spring 2019 Retention Rate 

OC SSS-eligible Students 81.6%
OC non-eligible Students 87.5%
OC SSS-eligible First Time, Full 
Time Students

90.0%

OC SSS-eligible First Time, Part 
Time Students

73%

Source: OC Office of Institutional Research and Effectiveness, 2020 



TRIO: National Data
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TRIO: National Data



Priority Registration for TRIO SSS Benefits VCCCD

Sets the Tone
Community

Solidarity

Provides Platform for Future TRIO SSS 
Programs

Moorpark College

Ventura College

Oxnard College

Contributes to Guided Pathways

Clear curricular pathways

Help students choose pathway

Help students stay on path

Ensure learning is happening

Contributes to Student Centered 
Funding Formula

Base Allocation

Supplemental Access Allocation

Student Success Allocation
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#TRIOworks


