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ARLEY) ACT ONE 5;“’ - ﬂb ﬁ%ﬂuﬂ(—
SCENE 7 | | méﬂ 7

MONTY is seen in half-light, suggesting mystery.

H, AH, AH,
#8a— Haunting Terror
MONTY(Recorded V-O)
I returned to town late that night, plagued by the haunting terror that I had left a
clue and sooner or Jater someone would come across it. T consoled myself by reading
one of Mother’s unanswered letters to Lord Asquith, Senior, in which she pleaded
with him to take pity on a woman alone with a son to raise. So it was a bit of a shock
that not long after I should receive a letter from that very same man. 7
(Reading, live voice:) ‘ 1
“Dear Mr. Navarro... ”
\H AH, AH, - (A spot hits LORD ASQUITH D’YSQUITH, a grief-stricken elderly banker.) W
AH, AH. LORD ASQUITH
P ‘ “Some time ago you wrote claiming a relationship to the D’ Ysquith family and
IE starts ‘asking us to help you to some situation in which you might earn your living. I must
apologize for our unsympathetic attitude on that occasion. Should you still be in
need of a post I shall be very glad if you will pay me a call... *
: LORD ASQUITH & MONTY
" ... Yours very truly...
. the frigid MONTY
., (Rather amazed:)
“Lord Asquith D"Ysquith.” Senior.
[t

SCENE 7A. Tﬁﬂr

(D"Ysquith Ban@ouse. LORD ASQUITH D'YSQUITH is revealed to be sitting at
is ornate desk,)

: LORD ASQUITH
0 come in, Mr. Navarro.

(LORD D*YSQUITH looks at MONTY carefully.)
ou are not like the D’Ysquiths, and yet there is something,.

f'__:(MONTY takes a small photograph out of his breast pocket and hands it fo LORD
DIYSQUITH.)
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MONTY
This is my Mother.

LORD ASQUITH

We were not well acquainted, It is a very sweet face, Have you ever seen the family
portraits at Highhurst?

MONTY
(Lying:)
Never,

LORD ASQUITH

Your mother is extraordinarily like some of the women. And some of the men, for
that matter. Perhaps you are wondering why I suddenly came to write fo you.

MONTY

Yes, frankly, T am.

LORD ASQUITH

I don’t know whether you heard that I lost my only son recently under somewhat
tragic circumstances. A skating accident.

MONTY

Yes. My sincerest condolences,

LORD ASQUITH
Thank you. You know, of course, I was grooming him to succeed me. |

MONTY
I did not.

(This is difficult for his lordship, as HE is not usually given to public displays of
emotion.) _ :

LORD ASQUITH

Well, it is over. The past cannot be recalled. I should like to know if you would care
to come into my firm,

(MONTY is stunned.)

You could have no greater education in the business of stockbroking. Beyond that,
I can make no promises.

MONTY
Lord D'Ysquith, I hardly know what to say.

LORD ASQUITH
To begin with, you shall' have two hundred and fifty pounds a year.

MONTY
It is a generous offer, especially since you'd be paying for the trouble of teaching me.
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Y

LORD ASQUITH ]‘5
Here is a cheque for twenty pounds. You may want to enhance your wardrobe, “lii
1 will expect you here at nine o’clock tomotrow, 4 p ]

#ghf Clathes Make tHie Man

(A TAILOR helps MONTY into a jacket more appropriate for his elevated status, as HE
enters SIBELLA’S House. MUSIC fades out.)

SCENE 7B \
MONTY
Sibella... !
(MON}TY and SIBELLA embrace.) ‘
SIBELLA

Oh, Monty, I've got wonderful news —well, perhaps you won't think so. I am
‘engaged. To Lionel Holland.

_(MONTY lets go of her. HE strains to appear undffected.) ’

7 MONTY
1 should not be surprised. It is not... unexpected. My best wishes to you both.
%\_Ia_turaily.
SIBELLA
Oh, Ido hope you’ll come to the wedding. It is to be the eleventh of May.
MONTY
I shall enter it in my diary.

#9 — Poor Monty

SIBELLA

MONTY, 1T’'S 5O STRANGE,

EVERYTHING WILL CHANGE,

THINK HOW OUR LIVES WILL BE.

1 DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'LL DO WITHOUT ME.

POOR MONTY.
YOU’RE AWFULLY HANDSOME AND SMART.




